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(AIDS Research Center, National Institute of Infectious Diseases)

4 . Role of SOCS-box Proteins in HIV-1 Infection and Trafficking of the HIV-1 Gag
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HIV is not concerned with country borders, social status or language. HIV has spread
explosively all across Asia: in the developing countries of the Greater Mekong Sub-region like
Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar and Laos; throughout the two most populous countries of the
world, China and India; and infiltrating modern Singapore, Taiwan and Japan.

While some island nations like Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines have had a comparatively
smaller and slower HIV epidemic, sharp increases of HIV infection can occur suddenly such as
the reported incident among intravenous drug users (IDUs) in Taiwan after 2003.

Japan needs to look beyond its shores, to understand the challenges of living with HIV
in neighboring countries, whether as a person infected with the disease, a doctor caring for am
HIV+ patient, or a leader implementing an effective but controversial prevention strategy.

TREAT Asia (Therapeutics Research, Education, and AIDS Training in Asia) is a
network of clinics, hospitals, and research institutions working to ensure the safe and effective
delivery of HIV/AIDS treatments throughout Asia and the Pacific. Facilitated by amfAR, the
Foundation for AIDS Research, TREAT Asia seeks to strengthen HIV/AIDS care, treatment,
and management skills among health care professionals through education and training




programs developed by experts in the region. TREAT Asia includes over 25 clinical sites from
13 countries, including the AIDS Research Center at the National Institute of Infectious Diseases
(Tokyo) and the AIDS Clinical Center at the International Medical Center of Japan. In addition
to the TREAT Asia HIV Observational Database (TAHOD), the first of its kind in the region,
TREAT Asia has recently launched a study on HIV resistance and created a second research
network focused on pediatric HIV.
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