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Changes in Oral Manifestations of HIV Disease

W Kl R (RERITERERS)

Wi & : Joel B. Epstein
(Professor and Head, Dept. of Oral Medicine and Diagnostic Sciences College of Dentistry
University of Illinois at Chicago)

=T

HIV has been recognized since the early 1980s. Originally, a fatal disease, HIV has
become a chronic infection with advances in understanding pathogenesis and resulting therapy.
In developed countries, HIV has become a chronic condition. Oral manifestations of infections
and tumors were amongst the commonest and earliest signs of immunosuppression due to
HIV, but with advances in therapy they are seen less frequently, and a shift in oral lesions
has been reported. Currently, oral lesions may present prior to diagnosis of HIV/AIDS, as
immunosuppression progresses indicating advancing disease. There is evidence of oral lesions
presenting in patients with chronic infection, despite viral load and T cell counts remaining
in normal range, indicating loss of function. This presentation will present common oral
manifestations of HIV, and the changing manifestations as recently reported.
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