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The 10th Academy Honorarium Award of Japanese Society for AIDS Research (Cmic Award) was given to

Dr. Wataru Sugiura for his contribution in establishment of an in-house HIV drug-resistance genotypic assay,

which has been recognized and implemented as a standard protocol in Japan as well as some of the Asian

countries, and for providing drug-resistance genotypic tests for HIV/AIDS clinics to help guide treatment for
HIV/AIDS patients. To date, more than 9,000 HIV samples have been sequenced in his laboratory. In addition

to drug-resistance testing in treated patients, in 2003, he started a surveillance of transmitted drug resistance

among newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS patients in Japan, which involves an analysis of patient samples for HIV

protease, reverse transcriptase, integrase, and envelope sequences as well as demographic data. The

surveillance network grew over time, and now over 20 major HIV/AIDS clinics and Virology Laboratories in

Japan have joined, enabling the network to observe nearly 50 % of newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases

reported to Japan's national HIV surveillance committee.
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