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The 11th Academy Honorarium Award of Japanese Society for AIDS Research (Cmic Award) was given to

Dr. Masanori Baba, a professor of Kagoshima University, for his contribution to the discovery and
development of novel anti-HIV-1 agents. These include 2°,3"-didehydro-3"-deoxythymidne (d4T), adefovir

(currently used as an anti-hepatitis B virus agent), the nonnucleoside reverse (RT) transcriptase inhibitor

emivirine, the small-molecule CCR5 antagonist cenicriviroc, and the nucleoside RT inhibitor 4’-ethynyl-d4T
(Ed4T). Among them, d4T and adefovir have been clinically approved, and the other compounds have
completed their phase IIb or III clinical trials. In addition, he has been investigating the mechanism of HIV-1

gene expression (transcription) from cDNA integrated in the host genome and found several compounds that

selectively inhibit HIV-1 replication in vitro.
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