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Background : Prognosis of HIV-infected patients is dramatically improved through advances
of antiretroviral therapy in recent years. As a result, a number of long-term survivors increased,
and the management of common chronic diseases, such as diabetes or hypertension, has become
an important issue for HIV-infected patients. The increase in the prevalence of end-stage renal
disease is especially a big concern.

Methods : We distributed a questionnaire on dialysis for patients with HIV infection to all
dialysis facilities in Gunma Prefecture from May to July 2014. We conducted this questionnaire
study in cooperation with the Gunma Administrative Agency and the Gunma Medical Association.

Results : The response rate of the questionnaire was 95.9% (70/73 facilities). Only 8 dialysis
facilities (11.4%) had previously treated HIV-infected patients. Eleven facilities (15.7%)
answered that they are ready to treat HIV-infected patients in the future. In addition, 30 facilities
(42.9%) responded that “they can treat patients with HIV infection” if certain requirements were
fulfilled. The answer of “totally unacceptable” came from 31 facilities (44.3%). Major
requirements for treating HIV-infected dialysis patients were “a training for staff is provided” and
“back-up system by the referral hospitals”.

Conclusions : Based on the result of the present survey, we will try to establish dialysis
network for HIV-infected patients in Gunma, thereby allowing them to access more easily to
dialysis treatment.

Key words : HIV-infected patients, chronic hemodialysis, chronic kidney disease, end-stage renal
disease, network building
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