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Background and Methods : This study was conducted to examine the long termed process of
psychosocial issues of patients with AIDS-related lymphoma and to analyze the functioning of
the interdisciplinary team approach to these issues. This study was based on the experience of
supporting 37 patients with AIDS-related lymphoma through their treatment period by the nurses,
psychologists and a social worker.

Results and Conclusions : We found that prolonged process of patients’ adjustment to AIDS-
related lymphoma had several phases : onset of the treatment ; ongoing treatment ; social
recovery and rehabilitation ; transition to the end stage of life ; final stage. Each phase had
specific psychosocial issues related to HIV and cancer and depends on these issues the ways of
forming the team approach by the medical staffs were varied : from focusing on the dyadic
relationship between the patients and staffs to valuing on the intense communication among the
staffs to gain the more comprehensive perspective on the patients’ problems. Nearing the end
stage of life, the network with the team of palliative care and the community based care were
essential to provide benefits in quality of life for the patients.

Key words : long-term care, complications of HIV infection, psychosocial issues, team approach
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