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Current Status and Issues Facing Local Governments Concerning the Japanese
New HIV/AIDS Prevention Guideline (Shin-Eizu-Yobou-Shishin)
for Foreign Residents

Tadaharu Nakao", Takashi Sawapa®”, Masayoshi Tarui” and Yuko Yamamoro®

" Yamanashi Gakuin University, Management Information,
2 Minatomachi Medical Center,
% Services for Health in Asian and African Regions (SHARE), ¥ Keio University

Purpose : Following the 2012 revision of the New HIV/AIDS prevention guideline, a
nationwide survey of local government organizations (LGOs) was conducted with the objectives
of understanding issues and perceptions regarding the measures for foreigners, and clarifying the
policies that need to be implemented.

Method : In November 2013, a questionnaire concerning the current status and plans for the
provision of HIV measures for foreign residents was sent to the staff responsible for HIV at 140
LGOs nationwide. The responses from 121 LGOs were analyzed.

Results : Among the HIV policies being implemented by LGOs, those considered most
important were establishing a system for testing and counseling (n=98, 81.0%), spreading public
awareness and education (n=73, 60.3%), and establishing medical resources to ensure a
multilingual response (n=71, 58.7%). Furthermore, regarding antibody tests for foreign residents
with insufficient knowledge of Japanese, the most frequent response was in the presence of a
family member or friend who understands Japanese” (=39, 32.2%). Only a small number of
LGOs had secured interpreters.

Conclusion : LGOs’ HIV response for foreign residents had progressed with regard to
spreading public awareness ; however, only a limited number of LGOs had taken steps to secure
and foster the required resources among skilled medical professionals. For the improvement of
public policy, it will be necessary to further support LGOs through the provision of materials and
presentation of policy examples.

Key words : HIV/AIDS prevention guideline (Eizu-yobou-shishin), Local Government Organi-
zations (LGOs), foreign residents, collaboration with NGOs
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