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The Formation of Attitudes toward HIV-Infected Individuals

Masako Iipa

Research Field in Law, Economics and the Humanities, Education, Law,
Economics and Humanities Area, Kagoshima University

Objective : This study investigated the formation of attitudes toward human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV)-infected individuals compared with hepatitis B virus (HBV)-infected individuals.

Subjects and Methods : Participants were 99 university students. They answered questionnaire
addressing HIV/HBV-related knowledge and completed an attitude scale that presented case
vignettes of HIV-infected male individuals and HBV-infected male individuals.

Results : Students had significantly greater prejudice toward HIV-infected individuals than
HBV-infected individuals, and toward homosexual men than heterosexual men. Participants
expressed more avoidance of homosexual men than heterosexual men, and significantly more
support and/or assistance toward heterosexual men than homosexual men. Students held
significantly stronger feelings that HIV-infected individuals were responsible for their disease
than HBV-infected individuals, even if respondents knew that a handshake or the use of common
tableware was not the transmission route.

Conclusion : The formation of attitudes toward HIV-infected individuals is influenced by
negative attitudes toward homosexual men. Therefore, HIV/AIDS education must include a
sexuality component as well as knowledge of the role of HIV in AIDS. In addition, even if an
individual has accurate knowledge regarding the route of transmission of HIV, he or she will have
negative attitudes toward HIV-infected individuals.

Key words : HIV-infected individuals, the formation of attitudes, prejudice, HIV/AIDS education
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