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Establishment of the Hokkaido HIV Welfare Service Network

Kenichi TOMITAI), Rumi Sl—uRASAKA”, Tomoyuki ENDOI’3>, Keiko WATABE1’4), Ami Takeuchr"’
Reiko SAKAMOTOI’Z), Keiko CENTENOTAMURAl’S), Yoko Isuipa" and Takanori TesHima'*

Y HIV Infection Medical Support Center, Hokkaido University Hospital,
? Social Welfare Corporation, Habataki Welfare Project,
¥ Department of Hematology, and “ Division of Nursing, Hokkaido University Hospital,
Y Japan Foundation for AIDS Prevention

Purpose : The aim of this study is to establish a network of welfare service facilities that care
for HIV-infected patients without prejudice, in order to offer services to these patients without
hindrance.

Methods : The social workers belonging to AIDS core hospitals in Hokkaido requested the
participation of the network at the following facilities : those that had claimed to be able to accept
HIV-infected patients in the investigation made by the Habataki Welfare Project in 2012 ; those
that had a history of accepting HIV-infected patients ; those that had received a lecture on HIV
from Hokkaido University Hospital ; and those with connections to social workers through
professional organizations. In addition, documents requesting participation in the network were
sent to the welfare service facilities in Hokkaido by the Department of Health and Welfare of the
Hokkaido government.

Results : Fifty corporate headquarters and welfare office representative registered to the
network, resulting in the availability of 401 welfare service facilities. However, some welfare
service facilities refused to register to the network.

Discussion : The facilities participating in the network were concentrated in the Sapporo area,
and there is an imbalance in the type of services available : only a few facilities offered admission
service, while many facilities offered visiting nursing services. In order to offer welfare services
that wholly meet the needs of the HIV-infected patients, further expansion of this network is
necessary.

Key words : HIV-infected patients, aging, welfare service, network
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