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Effect of HIV/AIDS Education by HIV Medical Team
on Dental Hygiene Students

Akiko IIZUKA”, Chihiro Fuswara" , Yuka MURAKAMI" , Etsuko MONDEN”, Ayaka Matsur” ,
Naoyuki NOMURAI), Takahiro KiNassr” , Seiji SAITOI>, Tatsuro Sakata” and Hideho Wapa®

! National Hospital Organization Fukuyama Medical Center AIDS Care Center of East Side HIROSHIMA (ACCES),
? Division of Hematology, Department of Medicine, Kawasaki Medical School

Objective : We examined the state of HIV/AIDS education for dental hygiene students.

Methods : We administered questionnaires to 51 dental hygiene students about their knowledge,
image, and awareness of HIV/AIDS before and after a lecture about HIV/AIDS by an HIV medical
team. We analyzed answers from 46 students after excluding invalid responses.

Results : After the lecture, the number of correct answers in the knowledge portion significantly
increased, the students’ attitudes of not wanting to be involved with HIV patients significantly
changed, the awareness of involvement with HIV patients and people with other infections and
the awareness of active engagement in dental care for HIV patients became stronger, and anxiety
about infection and feelings of rejection when invasive treatment was refused decreased. The
rate of correct answers for standard precautions did not increase after the lecture.

Discussion : The lecture was thought to be effective in disseminating knowledge, improving
attitudes toward treating HIV/AIDS patients, reducing anxiety about infection, and reducing
feelings of rejection when invasive treatment was taken. However, it seems difficult for students
to understand standard precautions after a one-time lecture.

Key words : dental treatment, HIV/AIDS education, student education
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