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Starting and Continuing Anti-HIV Therapy and
Certification of Physical Disability

Iyo Kawamura, Akiko OTtsuka and Gaku OKAMOTO
Department of Social Work, National Hospital Organization Osaka National Hospital

Purpose : The purpose of this study was to investigate the number of patients who did not start
anti-HIV therapy because they did not meet the criteria for certification as physically disabled
when they started early anti-HIV therapy as recommended by treatment guidelines.

Method : Data were collected from the medical records of 165 newly diagnosed patients with
HIV infection at the Osaka Medical Center between January and December 2018.

Results : Of the 165 patients, 110 patients were not introduced to anti-HIV therapy at their first
hospital visit. Of these 110 patients, 98 patients were later started on anti-HIV therapy and 12
patients were not. On the other hand, among the 47 patients who had already been introduced to
anti-HIV therapy, 7 were transferred from overseas, and of these, 1 patient had no previous data
and was approved for disability after 2 blood sampling data were obtained at our hospital.

Consideration : We cannot overlook the fact that 2.7% of patients who have not been inducted
at the first hospital visit do not meet the criteria for certification as physically disabled and do not
start anti-HIV therapy. We would like to widely grasp the actual situation by conducting surveys
at multiple institutions.

Key words : certification of physical disability
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