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Survey for HIV-Positive Individuals of Their
Vaccination Status in Japan
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Tadashi Asaciri" , Shiori Mivazaki' , Akari TAKEUCHI”,

Kiyonori Takapa® and Seisho Takeucr”
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2 Community Medical Support Center, Ehime University Hospital

Objective : Vaccination is a powerful tool for the prevention of infectious diseases, but there is
no survey for HIV-positive individuals of their vaccination status in Japan.

Methods : Seventy individuals were surveyed of their vaccination status of six infectious
diseases; hepatitis B, genital warts, rubella, herpes zoster, pneumococcal disease, and influenza.
Morbidity and vaccination status were surveyed and asked by free write comments such as the
reasons against vaccination, response to the additional vaccine recommendation by physicians,
estimated costs and the name of desired vaccination.

Results : Vaccination rates of the surveyed HIV-positive individuals were low other than
influenza, and those of genital warts and herpes zoster were 0%. The most common reason for
non-inoculation was “I did not know the vaccination concerned”, and for genital warts
vaccination they all replied “I did not know the existence of the vaccination”. Regarding future
vaccination, 59 % of the respondents said they would receive the vaccination if recommended by
their physicians. Fifty-two percent of HIV positive respondents answered 'no problem' about
vaccination costs.

Conclusion : 1t is important that physicians and nurses recommend the proper vaccination
cooperatively to increase the vaccination rates of HIV positive individuals. Financial assistance
for HIV positive individuals such as the introduction to routine vaccination is thought to be
needed.

Key words : HIV-positive individual, vaccination status, vaccination cost
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