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The Screening of HIV Infection at a Prison in Japan

Kentaro Iwata” and Naomi MoriskiTa”
Y Division of Infectious Diseases Therapeutics, Department of Microbiology and Infectious Diseases,
Kobe University Graduate School of Medicine,
2 Department of Nursing, Hyogo Prefectural Kakogawa Medical Center

Background : Prisons in Japan have not implemented HIV testing to the incarcerated persons.
However, a prison in Hyogo prefecture started to offer HIV testing to all since 2007.

Methods : The positivity of HIV tests at the prison was calculated.

Results : There were a total of 4,992 inmates between October 2007 and March 2022. All were
offered HIV testing upon arriving at the prison and nobody declined the test. Five persons had
positive HIV tests (0.10%), and 4 out of the five were tested since 2018 (0.36). Positive results by
the year of the testing are the following ; 1 in 2010, 1 in 2018, 2 in 2019, and 1 in 2020. Four
were arrested due to the use of illicit drugs, and one was arrested for the theft. There were no
false positive test results.

Conclusions : HIV screening tests in Japanese prisons could detect the infections earlier, and
might lead to the early treatment.
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